Scripture Reflection and Meditation
Saturday, March 30, 8am

1. 2 Corinthians 1:3-11 (New Living Translation)
All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our merciful Father and
the source of all comfort. 4 He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others.
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When they are troubled, we will be able to give them the same comfort God has given
us. 5 For the more we suffer for Christ, the more God will shower us with his comfort
through Christ. 6 Even when we are weighed down with troubles, it is for your comfort and
salvation! For when we ourselves are comforted, we will certainly comfort you. Then you
can patiently endure the same things we suffer. 7 We are confident that as you share in our
sufferings, you will also share in the comfort God gives us.
We think you ought to know, dear brothers and sisters, about the trouble we went
through in the province of Asia. We were crushed and overwhelmed beyond our ability to
endure, and we thought we would never live through it. 9 In fact, we expected to die. But as
a result, we stopped relying on ourselves and learned to rely only on God, who raises the
dead. 10 And he did rescue us from mortal danger, and he will rescue us again. We have
placed our confidence in him, and he will continue to rescue us. 11 And you are helping us by
praying for us. Then many people will give thanks because God has graciously answered so
many prayers for our safety.
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Reflection Questions (one minute each):
1. What are you mad about?
2. What are you sad about?
3. What are you anxious about?
4. What are you glad about?

2. 2 Corinthians 1:3-11 (English Standard Version)
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies
and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to
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comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are
comforted by God. 5 For as we share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so through Christ we
share abundantly in comfort too. 6 If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation;
and if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which you experience when you patiently
endure the same sufferings that we suffer. 7 Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know that
as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our comfort.
For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in
Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life
itself. 9 Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that was to make
us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. 10 He delivered us from such a
deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us
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again. 11 You also must help us by prayer, so that many will give thanks on our behalf for the
blessing granted us through the prayers of many.

Personal Silence: what word or phrase caught your attention?

Group: share the word or phrase without comment

3. 2 Corinthians 1:3-11 (King James Version)
Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and
the God of all comfort;
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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them

which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.
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For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by

Christ.
And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is
effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be
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comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation.
And our hope of you is stedfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings,
so shall ye be also of the consolation.
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For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in

Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired
even of life:
But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in
ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead:
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Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that
he will yet deliver us;
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Ye also helping together by prayer for us, that for the gift bestowed upon us by the
means of many persons thanks may be given by many on our behalf.
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Personal silence: Where does this passage touch your life experience?

Group: share (without comment or elaboration) where the passage touches your life
experience.

4. 2 Corinthians 1:3-11 (The Message)
All praise to the God and Father of our Master, Jesus the Messiah! Father of all
mercy! God of all healing counsel! He comes alongside us when we go through hard times,
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and before you know it, he brings us alongside someone else who is going through hard
times so that we can be there for that person just as God was there for us. We have plenty
of hard times that come from following the Messiah, but no more so than the good times of
his healing comfort—we get a full measure of that, too.
When we suffer for Jesus, it works out for your healing and salvation. If we are
treated well, given a helping hand and encouraging word, that also works to your benefit,
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spurring you on, face forward, unflinching. Your hard times are also our hard times. When
we see that you’re just as willing to endure the hard times as to enjoy the good times, we
know you’re going to make it, no doubt about it.
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We don’t want you in the dark, friends, about how hard it was when all this came

down on us in Asia province. It was so bad we didn’t think we were going to make it. We
felt like we’d been sent to death row, that it was all over for us. As it turned out, it was the
best thing that could have happened. Instead of trusting in our own strength or wits to get
out of it, we were forced to trust God totally—not a bad idea since he’s the God who raises
the dead! And he did it, rescued us from certain doom. And he’ll do it again, rescuing us as
many times as we need rescuing. You and your prayers are part of the rescue operation—I
don’t want you in the dark about that either. I can see your faces even now, lifted in praise
for God’s deliverance of us, a rescue in which your prayers played such a crucial part.

Personal: From what I have heard and shared, what is God inviting me to be? How is he
inviting me to change?

Group: Individuals share – “I believe God wants me to…”

