
2ungering#for#a#®ighteous#§ation#
Æhy#©hould#Æe#,are?#

£atthew#5:6,#6:5-13,#22:34-40,#®evelation#5:11-14,#11:15##
©ermon#•utline#

#
#

3ntroduction:##2esus#tells#us#to#love#our#neighbors#as#ourselves�a#command#that#should#make#
social#and#political#activists#of#us.#(ut#how#do#we#�go#public�#in#this#way#without#fighting#with#
each#other?##¶hat#will#be#the#focus#of#the#series#before#us.#¶oday#we#will#ask#two#questions:#(1)#
©here#does#)hristian#public#engagement#begin?#'nd#(2)#©hat#does#it#look#like?#
#
#
3) Æhere#does#,hristian#public#engagement#begin?#
4ungering$and$thirsty$after$righteousness$(§atthew$5:6)$
()#Æhat#�righteousness�#does#not#mean.#
#
#
))#Æhat#�righteousness�#does#mean#
•eeking,#first#and#from#the#heart,#-od#himself,#his#smile,#and#his#rule#
#
1)#•eeking#-od�s#welcoming#smile#
�§ighteousness�#as#vindication#and#acquittal#
©hy#does#2esus#bless#those#who#�hunger#and#thirst�#for#this?#
7eaning#for#the#social#activist#
#
2)#´earning#for#-od#himself#
§atthew$6:5-6:$)on�t$show$off�pray$to$your$-ather$in$secret$
7eaning#for#the#social#activist#
#
3)#4onging#for#-od�s#just#and#loving#rule#on#planet#earth#
§atthew$6:10:$≤our$kingdom$come,$your$will$be$done,$on$earth$as$it$is$in$heaven$
/maginations#made#captive#by#the#sights#and#sounds#of#glory#
©evelation$5:11:$¨hen$9$looked,$and$9$heard�¨o$him$who$sits$on$the$throne$and$to$the$£amb$be$
blessing$and$honor$and$glory$and$might$forever.$
©evelation$11:15:$¨he$kingdom$of$this$world$has$become$the$kingdom$of$our$2od$and$of$his$(hrist!$
$
$
33) Æhat#does#,hristian#public#engagement#look#like?#
#
()#¢oving#our#neighbors#as#ourselves#
#
))#)eing#serious#about#it#
'lessed$are$those$who$hunger$and$thirst�$
9or#frenzied,#but#faithful:##(looming#where#you#are#planted#
#
#
,onclusion/•bservation:##©hen#we#really#care#we#are#apt#to#fight#with#each#other#about#the#
best#way#to#do#it.##.ow#do#we#navigate#our#differences#when#that#happens?##•tay#tuned#
$



ßuestions#for#®eflection#this#Æeek#
#

1) 2esus#promises#to#bless#those#who#�hunger#and#thirst#after#righteousness�#(7atthew#5:6).#
¶he#word#�righteousness�#is#a#relational#or#covenantal#term�which#means#that#it#does#not#
have#to#do#primarily#with#keeping#an#abstract#standard#but#with#approaching#and#living#in#
faithful#relationship#with#-od.##©hy#is#it#important#to#understand#and#to#make#this#
distinction?#

2) ¶he#word#�righteousness�#means,#among#other#things,#�vindication�.##¶hose#who#hunger#and#
thirst#after#righteousness#in#this#sense#are#those#who#long#to#hear#-od#say#to#them,#�¶hings#
are#°3#between#us.##´ou#belong#safely#with#me.�##°n#what#grounds#is#-od#able,#without#
compromising#his#holiness,#to#say#this#to#us�knowing#what#he#knows#about#what#is#wrong#
with#us?#'s#you#answer#think#about#what#2esus#said#to#2ohn#the#(aptist#when#2ohn#at#first#
refused#to#baptize#him:##�4et#it#be#so#now,#for#thus#it#is#fitting#for#us#to#fulfill#all#
righteousness�#(7atthew#3:15).##((y#choosing#to#be#baptized#as#a#sinner#2esus#identified#with#
us).#

3) (ecause#�righteousness�#is#a#relational#term,#hungering#and#thirst#for#it#means#longing#for#
-od�s#fellowship#and#his#loving#and#holy#rule#over#this#world,#beginning#with#our#own#hearts#
but#extending#beyond#them.##§ead#2esus�#teaching#on#prayer#in#7atthew#6:5-13,#and#then#
read#2esus�#teaching#on#worry#in#7atthew#6:34#(noting#especially#v#33).##.ow#do#we#see#the#
longing#for#righteousness#reflected#in#2esus�#teaching#in#both#of#these#areas?#

4) §ead#aloud#§evelation#5:11-14#and#§evelation#11:15,#noting#as#you#do#that#the#scenes#you#
find#described#there#are#not#merely#future,#but#have#already#begun#(since#2esus#has#ascended#
to#the#right#hand#of#-od�.ebrews#1:1-3).##©hat#effect#do#these#scenes#have#on#you#as#you#
survey#the#present#condition#of#our#world#and#what#you#might#do#to#address#it#in#some#way?#

5) .ow#might#(should)#hungering#and#thirsting#for#righteousness#in#the#ways#discussed#in#
questions#1-3#above,#affect#not#only#what#you#do#as#a#social#activist#but#how#you#do#it?#

6) 2esus#commands#us#in#7atthew#22:#39#to#�love#our#neighbor#as#yourself.�#¶hink#of#three#
legitimate#things#or#circumstances#that#are#important#to#you#(or#that#you#wish#you#had).##
©hat#would#it#look#like#for#you#to#take#action#to#bring#those#good#things#to#a#neighbor#of#
yours�a#spouse,#a#friend,#a#colleague,#someone#in#a#beat#up#part#of#the#city,#someone#in#a#
slum?#

7) ©e#must#join#)hrist#in#�hungering#and#thirsting�#for#-od�s#holy#love#to#settle#on#our#planet.#
-ive#a#grade#to#your#level#of#�hungering.�#/f#the#grade#is#low,#why#is#it?#

8) 2esus#no#doubt#felt#the#full#weight#of#what#was#wrong#with#the#world.##(ut#he#did#not#rush#
about#madly#trying#to#fix#things.#.e#�bloomed#where#he#was#planted��in#the#towns#where#
-od#had#placed#him.#¶hink#of#one#simple#way#that#you#can#bloom#where#you#are#planted.#


